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The Project 

Slough & Reading Schools Network ‘Artspire’ project 

In partnership with the Slough and Reading Schools 

Network and SEGRO, Creative Junction aimed to 

promote Artsmark in local schools across Reading and 

Slough, and raise awareness and understanding of 

Arts Award. To do this, they hired artists to work with 

the young people in the schools, culminating with their 

work being exhibited at a professional venue. The 

hope for this project was for schools in Slough and 

Reading to gain an increased knowledge and 

understanding of arts and cultural activity, its role in 

education, and its beneficial impact on young people.  

The students’ artwork was exhibited at the GX Gallery 

in London on Wednesday 24
th
 April 2013. During the 

exhibition, a rolling Powerpoint presentation was 

exhibited featuring pictures and quotes on the project’s 

process, learning and achievements. The project also 

engaged SEGRO, the pan-European property 

development and Investment Company, who 

sponsored different parts of the project, including travel 

costs to the exhibition and the printing of duplicate 

copies of the artwork. 

 

 

Successes 

 Four schools were introduced to Artsmark, 

with three joining the Network and attending 

training in 2013.  

 Arts Award was promoted in all schools and 

two new advisers were trained.  

 Students have gained experience of working to 

a tight deadline for an arts commission. They 

realised the work had to be completed within a 

certain timeframe and worked hard to achieve 

this.  

 They also gained knowledge from engaging 

with the artists, learning from their experience 

and advice. 

 Students enhanced their communication skills 

by teaching one another skills they have 

learned in the project. 

 Students exhibited their work in a professional 

London Gallery. 

Westgate School: 

 Enterprise is an important aspect of our 

school, and this project has benefited the 

school in terms of students making decisions 

and communicating with each other and with 

the visiting artist. They have been encouraged 

to take risks and use their initiative and 

through this have developed problem-solving 

skills. 

 Awareness of the Arts Award has been raised 

in the school, thanks to promotion of this 

project around the school and pupils talking to 

their peers about their involvement in it. It also 

made teachers more aware of what the Arts 

Students have gained experience of 

working to a tight deadline for an 

arts commission and have been 

able to exhibit their work in a 

professional London Gallery.  

  

 ”

Our students have been 

encouraged to take risks and use 

their initiative, and have developed 

problem-solving skills in the 

process. 

  

 ”Westgate School 



Award was about, and that pupils were 

working towards gaining this qualification. In 

taking part in the project, the profile of the Arts 

within a school setting has been greatly raised. 

Pupils had the freedom to develop their 

creativity in an individual way, focusing on their 

own dream job, researching the artist of their 

choice, and using whichever medium they 

wanted. They have developed into 

independent thinkers. By working closely with 

a professional artist and subsequently having 

their work displayed in the gallery in London, 

they were able to get a glimpse into the 

working world of an artist, and all the 

possibilities this represents. It has also been a 

source of positive publicity for the school itself, 

having student’s work displayed in a 

professional context like this, and we have 

gained a better understanding of how outside 

businesses and schools can work together on 

projects. 

Arbour Vale School: 

 All the students who took part in this project 

had fun, learned new skills and were excited to 

have their work exhibited in such a great 

gallery space. Just by their reactions, I could 

see that participating in the Bronze Arts Award 

project would be something they will 

remember for a long time to come. Who 

would’ve thought that working towards an 

award could be such a great experience, not 

just for the students but for the teachers and 

helpers too! 

Artist Earl Jesse on working with Arbour Vale School: 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the school. 

Despite the group being smaller than I am used to 

working with, the results have been amazing. After 

deciding that digital photography would be the main 

media for the project, it gave the students more of a 

levelled playing field – everyone was able to take part 

with little prior creative knowledge or artistic skill – 

simply point and click!  

Seeing how much the students enjoyed working on a 

‘live’ project like this, all the while working towards their 

Arts Award, was such a delight. Their input and final 

designs were just fantastic.  

Even with the usual issues that come up in 

collaborative projects like this, my first time as an Arts 

Award Adviser was a pretty smooth journey, with great 

company; I would happily work with the group again on 

further projects. The teaching staff were extremely 

helpful and patient, allowing room for plenty of artistic 

experimentation for the students. In showing the group 

how to use a simple graphics programme, I realised 

how much I had missed spending time messing 

around with Photoshop and digital imaging. It looks like 

my next exhibition will have plenty of digital work on 

the walls!” 

 

Challenges 

One of the Reading Schools were not able to be so 

actively engaged and have not signed up to Artsmark.  

Feedback 

“I feel that I have learnt a new skills – I will use the 

programme again.” – Ben, Arbour Vale School 

“I liked the fact I was able to help somebody else with 

the programme.” – Michelle, Arbour Vale School 

“The programme helped me work together as a team, I 

will definitely use it again!” – KaiXin, Arbour Vale 

School 

“We visited places we had never seen before.” - 

Sharjeel, Arbour Vale School 

“I feel like I have a new idea of work, as it can be 

various things outside of my imagination. This project 

has impacted me long term as I’m now considering 

doing art more professionally. I’ve tried doing more 

detailed work and on larger paper.” – Gabriella, 

Westgate School 

“I have used acrylic paints, which I had never done 

before.” – Georgia, Westgate School 

My first time as an Arts Award 

Adviser was a pretty smooth 

journey with great company; I 

would happily work with the group 

again on further projects. 

 ”

 

This project has impacted me long 

term as I’m now considering doing 

art more professionally.  

 ”

Earl Jesse (artist) 

Gabriella, Westgate School 



“I have learnt how to mix colours and use different 

textures which I have enjoyed.” – Drusila, Westgate 

School 

“I’ve enjoyed this project because I think that my 

painting skills have improved.” – Michal, Westgate 

School. 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credits 

Taken from: The Audience Agency’s 2014 

artSOUTH Phase 2 Report 

Edited by: Laura J. Smith 
Artswork 
laura@artswork.org.uk 

 

www.artswork.org.uk 

 

We visited places we had never 

seen before. 

 ”Sharjeel, Arbour Vale School 
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